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“Medieval Understandings of Participation”

Richard Cross is the Rev. John A. O’Brien Professor of Philosophy and Chair of the
Department of Philosophy at the University of Notre Dame. His areas of interest are
medieval philosophy and theology and history of philosophical theology. Professor
Cross is the editor of John Duns Scotus 1308-2008: The Opera Theologica of Scotus
(2012) and the author of Duns Scotus on God, Ashgate Studies in the History of
Philosophical Theology (2005); The Metaphysics of the Incarnation: Thomas Aquinas
to Duns Scotus (2002); Duns Scotus, Great Medieval Thinkers (1999); and The Physics
of Duns Scotus: The Scientific Contex of a Theological Vision (1998). Some of his
recent articles include: “Baptism and Severe Cognitive Impairment in Some Medieval
Theologies,” International Journal of Systematic Theology (forthcoming); and
“Disability, Impairment, and Some Medieval Accounts of the Incarnation: Suggestions
for a Theology of Personhood,” Modern Theology (2011). He is currently working on
several books and articles, including Cognitive Psychology in John Duns Scotus, The Medieval Christian
Philosophers, and Oxford Handbook of the Reception of Christian Theology, edited with Sarah Coakley.

Stephen Gersh is Professor of Medieval Studies and Concurrent Professor in the Department of Philosophy at the
University of Notre Dame. His areas of research and teaching include late ancient and medieval philosophy,
medieval literary and music theory, modern continental philosophy, hermeneutics, and deconstruction. He is the
author of numerous books on the history of the Platonic tradition including From lamblichus to Eriugena (1978),
Middle Platonism and Neoplatonism, (1986), Concord in Discourse (1998), Reading Plato — Tracing Plato
(2005), Neoplatonism after Derrida (2006), and Being Different (2013). He is a former Fellow of Magdalene
College, Cambridge and was named Solomon Katz Professor in the Humanities in the University of Washington
in 2001.

Douglas Hedley, Templeton Fellow at the NDIAS (2013-2014), is Reader in
Hermeneutics and Metaphysics at the University of Cambridge in the Faculty of
Divinity. He specializes in Neoplatonism, the Cambridge Platonists, aspects of
Romantic and Idealistic thought, and Philosophy of Religion. While in residence at
the NDIAS, his research focuses on “The Iconic Imagination.”

His monographs include Sacrifice Imagined: Violence, Atonement and the Sacred
(2011), Living Forms of the Imagination (2008), and Aids to Reflection and the
Mirror of the Spirit: Coleridge, Philosophy and Religion (2000). He has published
articles in The Journal of the History of Ideas, Religious Studies, and Faith and
Philosophy. He is co-editor of the series Studies in Philosophical Theology
published by Peeters of Leuven.

He is the Principal Investigator of a UK Arts and Humanities Research Council Grant ‘Revisioning Cambridge
Platonism’ (2013) and has been a Visiting Fellow at the Center for Advanced Studies at the Ludwig Maximilians
University of Munich (2012). He gave the Teape lectures in India (2006) and was the Alan Richardson Fellow at
Durham University in 2004. In 2002 he was Visiting Professor at the EPHE, Sorbonne, Paris. He currently serves
as co-chair of the Platonism/Neoplatonism group at the American Academy of Religion.
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