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Session Moderator: 
 

Ian Kuijt is Professor of Anthropology at the University of Notre Dame. His research 
interests include archaeology, Irish historical archaeology, social inequality and food 
production in the Near Eastern Neolithic period, mortuary analysis, and lithic 
technology. He is the co-author of Island Places, Island Lives: Exploring Inishbofin and 
Inishark Heritage, Co. Galway, Ireland (with Ryan Lash, William Dunaruma, Katie 
Shakour, and Tommy Burke; forthcoming); People of the Middle Fraser Canyon: An 
Archaeological History (with A. Prentiss; 2012); and editor or co-editor of 
Transformation by Fire: The Archaeology of Cremation in Cultural Context (with C. 
Quinn and G. Cooney; forthcoming); and Macroevolution in Human Prehistory (with A. 
Prentiss and J. C. Chatters; 2009). In 2005, Professor Kuijt was awarded a research 

fellowship from the National Endowment for the Humanities and, from 2009 to 2011 he was a John Templeton 
Foundation Research Fellow in Çatal Höyük, Turkey. 
 
 
Session Rapporteur: 
  

Rahul Oka is the Ford Family Assistant Professor in the Department of Anthropology at 
the University of Notre Dame.  An economic anthropologist, professor Oka’s research 
interests include anthropology of urbanism, social network analysis, the development of 
complex socio-economic systems, and applications of agent-based simulation modeling 
techniques to anthropology and archaeometry. He focuses on the relationship between 
trade, urbanism and political infrastructures. His fieldwork has included archaeological 
excavations in India and Kenya, archaeometric research on trade in the Indian Ocean, 
and ethnohistoric and ethnographic research on trading communities in Asia, Africa, 
Europe and Latin America. He is the co-editor of Ecology, Economy and Culture: 

Human Adaptation in Tsavo, Southeastern Kenya (with Chapurukha M. Kusimba and Sibel Kusimba ; 
forthcoming) and author and co-author of numerous articles in journals that include Economic Anthropology, 
American Anthropologist, the Journal of Archaeological Research, and the Journal of Archaeological Method 
and Theory. In 2010, he was appointed Fellow of the Society for Applied Anthropology. 


